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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (1)

—Aspects of the Middle Ages Bushi’s entering into religious life as recluses—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the last two bulletins, consideration was given to the secular Shojikan held by such recluses as
Saigyo (1181-1190) , Kamono Nagaakira (1155-1216), and Urabe Kaneyoshi (1283-1350 ?) .This
consideration has as its background the accumulation of study results particularly focusing on the
Shojikan shared by the Middle Ages recluses, as part of the process of exploring the possibility that the
base layer of Japanese philosophy and culture was established in the Middle Age, of which core is
believed to be formulated by the Shojikan of Japanese people of the time. Against this background,
this study will be further pursued in this direction on the hypothesis that the Shojikan of the Middle
Ages Bushi (warriors) has its genealogical basis on that of the Middle Ages recluses. The Shojikan
handed down from the recluses to the Bushi will be genealogically verified by assuming that the
ideology established by the recluses, in other words, their religious views engraved in the way they
lived and died as well as their dilettantism (Suki) was acceded both in a tangible and intangible
manner by the Bushi.

In this bulletin, examination is to be conducted for exploring the reasons as to why such leading
Middle Ages recluse Bushi warriors as Saigyo, Kumagai Jiro Naozane (1141 ? -1207), and
Utsunomiya Yoritsuna (1178 ©? -1259) entered into religion, with a view to clarifying the difference in
their respective Shojikan.
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