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What do We Know about Earedness?:

—A Review of Studies—

ISHIZU Kiyoko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Although the human body looks symmetric, there are lateral preferences such as handedness,
footedness, eyedness, and earedness. Handedness has been most widely investigated so far in the field
of lateral preference. There exist much less studies about earedness, which are to be reviewed in this
paper.

In the studies of laterality in earedness, various questionnaires have been used to assess the ear
preference; however, their items were invented twenty years ago. The author argues that some of the
items are inadequate in the light of situations in recent years; thus unreliable for assessing ear
preference.

In earedness, the right-side is believed to be dominant as in handedness and footedness, though a
left-sided preference as well as atendency to use both ears are more commonly observed in earedness,
compared to in handedness and footedness. Functional differences in earedness have not been
clearly shown either. A recent study found that there are asymmetrical functions in cochlea and
brainstem in newborns and infants. Results of such a developmental study in functional differences
of earedness may lead to a new horizon in the field of earedness studies.
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