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WTO TRIPS

AnAnalysis of TRIPS under the WTO Regime

— Intellectual Property Rights and its Transparency —

HORIUCHI Hiroshi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights known as TRIPS was one of the most significant
achievements of the Uruguay Round, which requires all the WTO members to provide certain
minimum standards of intellectual property protection. While Intellectual Property (1P) has emerged as
acritical component of trade, economic growth and sustained devel opment across the Asia and around
the world, the need to emphasize the importance of IP rights has been discussed during the Group of
Eight Countries Summit held in Russiain July, and again at APEC in Vietnam in November 2006.

Since joining the WTO in December 2001, China has undertaken steps to implement its numerous
WTO commitments. However, China has been less successful in enforcing its laws and regulations
and ensuring the effective IPR enforcement required by the TRIPS Agreement. Japan, U.S.A. and
European Union are now considering the possible use of WTO mechanism to correct the situations.
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Year Place/name Countries
1947 Geneva 23
1949 Annecy 13
1951 Torquay 38
1956 Geneva 26
1960 61 Geneva (Dillion round) 26
1964 67 Geneva (Kennedy round) 62
1973 79 Geneva (Tokyo round) 102
1986 94 Geneva (Uruguay round) 123
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