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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam's language policy is based on the Government Decision
53/CP, which has been effectual since February 1980. This decision emphasizes the
importance of bilinguality, or to set up a Latin alphabet for minority groups and to popularize
Vietnamese as the means of nationwide communication. This paper outlines the concept of
53/CP and its impact on language education in Vietnam and then discusses current issues which
stem from the more than quarter century-old policy -53/CP.
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