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A Study of The Tempest

— On Prospero's Studies —

KIKUCHI Zenta
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Human character and the principles of action may depend on the studies that one has learned and
fields that one has mastered. This paper considers the fields of study mastered by Prospero and those
that were learned by Miranda in Shakespeare’s The Tempest. Further, studies of magic as well as the
universe of the Renaissance are also discussed. About the subject of The Tempest, the morals of
pictures with a ship and a storm in some emblem books are also considered.
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Prospero:
Through all the signories it was the first,
And Prospero the prime duke, being so reputed
In dignity, and for the liberal Arts
Without a parallel; those being all my study,
The government I cast upon my brother, (75)
And to my state grew stranger, being transported

And rapt in secret studies.  Lii.71-77 '
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Miranda
If by your Art, my dearest father, you have

Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them.

Lii.1-2 ¥
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Miranda
Had I been any god of power, I would (10)

Have sunk the sea within the earth, or ere

It should the good ship so have swallow'd, and

The fraughting souls within her. 1.ii.10-14

Miranda
What is 't? a spirit?
Lord, how it looks about! Believe me, sir,
It carries a brave form. But 'tis a spirit.
Lii412-4

35

36

37

33



’Tis new to
40

thee.
Miranda
O, wonder!
How many goodly creatures are there here!
How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world,
That has such people in't! ~ V.i.181-4
"Tis new to thee.
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Brave New World, 1932
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“Sweet lord, you play me false.”
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10 p.103
H Prospero
Then, as my gift, and thine own acquisition
Worthily purchas'd, take my daughter: but — —
If thou dost break her virgin-knot before (15)
All sanctimonious ceremonies may
With full and holy rite be minister'd,
No sweet aspersion shall the heavens let fall
To make this contract grow; but barren hate,

Sour-ey'd disdain and discord shall bestrew (20) 3

The union of your bed with weeds so loathly 1991 p.94
That you shall hate it both: therefore take heed, e
As Hymen's lamps shall light you. (IV.i.13-23) pp-1-16
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21 Orgel, Stephen (ed.), The Oxford Shakespeare: The
Tempest, Oxford University Press, 1987, p.187.
5.1.1 project design, scheme,; and, taken with
gather to a head and crack (1.2), suggesting an
alchemical metaphor.
2

Arden Shakespeare, pp.63-4.

CD-ROM 2003 _
The Arden Shakespeare Second Series Play Texts The Tempest itself can be compared to one form of
magic, the alchemical process. The title is the
2000 alchemical term for the boiling of the alembic to

remove impurities and transform the base metal
into purest gold(Mebane, 181); if we see
Prospero’s goal as the transformation of fallen
human nature — Caliban, Antonio, Sebastian,
Alonso — from a condition of sinfulness to a higher
level of morality, the play’s episodes mirror the
alchemical process.

" Vaughan, Virginia Mason and Vaughan, Alden T. (ed.), 2 Arden Shakespeare, p.62

The Arden Shakespeare: The Tempest, Thompson

Nelson and Sons Ltd, 1999, p.154.
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The roots of Prospero’s magic art may lie in the
neo-Platonic authors translated by Marsilio Ficino:

Plotinus, Porphyry and Iamblichus.
2004 p.2

167



24

25

26

27

29

1990 p-13
1975
p-39

p-36

1997 p.506
p.506

2001  pp42-3

30
Prospero

Spirits, which by mine Art  (120)
I have from their confines call'd to enact
My present fancies. 1V.i.120-2

31
Prospero

32

33

Here in this island we arriv'd; and here

Have I, thy schoolmaster, made thee more profit

Than other princess' can, that have more time

For vainer hours, and tutors not so careful.
Lii.171-4
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% Miranda
I might call him (420)
A thing divine; for nothing natural

I ever saw so noble.  1.11.420-2

3% Ferdinand
Most sure the goddess
On whom these airs attend! 1.i1.423-4

37 Prospero
I ratify this my rich gift. O Ferdinand,
Do not smile at me that I boast her off,
For thou shalt find she will outstrip all praise, (10)
And make it halt behind her. 1V.i.8-11

38

39

1992 pp.287-333

40 p.331
41

2004  pp.98-99

42 Ferdinand

168



My mistress, dearest;

And I thus humble ever. I11.1.86-7

43
44

p-98

45

‘ but, by my modesty, / The jewel

in my dower,” 1IIL.i.53-4
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