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GHQ and 153 War Record Paintings

War and Art
MASUKO Yasushi

Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

After World War , GHQ transferred the war record paintings, which had been secretly taken over, to
the United States. Later on, those war record paintings had been misplaced for a while but then it was
confirmed that they were kept in the U.S. military establishments.

In 1970, 153 of the war record paintings were returned to Japan as “lending under no terms” and then
kept by National Museum of Modern Art in Tokyo.

However, none of these war record paintings have been open to the public yet and the existence of
themisstill veiled. How have these 153 war record paintings been evaluated?

In this text, the historical details and the points in dispute of these 153 war record paintings in the World
War  areconsidered.
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