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A study of "Communication Gap" between Japan and China(4)

YAMAMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

1928 was a very important year for both Japan and China. Japanese troops from the Tientsin
International Concession (who were sent to protect Japanese civilians) clashed with the Northern
Expedition troops under the leadership of Chiang Kai-Shek in Shantung,Tsinan on May 3. This battle
grew and Japan launched a major assault, killing thousands of Chinese soldiers. This incident is called
the Tsinan Incident. After the incident, as Chiang Kai-Shek strengthened the resistance against Japan,
the Japan-China relations extremely worsened.

In the same year, Prof. Sakuzo Yoshino insisted in his article published in Chuo Kouron, July issue that
“there is no reason for the fighting between Japan and the Chinese Revolutionary Army. Japan needs to
establish a new relationship with China by abolishing the unequal treaty.” However, there was an
undercurrent of mutual distrust regarding the Japan-China relations. Both countries could not overcome

this distrust and “the communication gap” continued to deepen.
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