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A Study of Two Barriers Against Female Noh Professionals

MIYANISHI Naoko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

On July 16th 2004, a new era began in the Japanese Noh society, when twenty-two female Noh
players were designated “intangible cultural heritage assets” by being permitted to enter the Association
for Japanese Noh Plays. Though there are some 240 female Noh professionals nationwide, about one
sixth of Noh professionals, most of them were not allowed to enter the Association in the
male-dominated world. In the early 20th-century, women were only permitted to practice as hobbies.
In 1948, just after World War II, several women were allowed to apply for professional status, but they
were not recognized as “intangible cultural heritage assets” until 2004, though some of them were as
skilled as male professionals who had been recognized. At Tokyo University of Fine Arts and Music,
over half of the students of Noh are women. Today more women support the world of Noh than in any
other age. It may be expected that women performers will create a new style of Noh in the near future.
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