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The Formation of Nation Consciousnessin Bosnia and Herzegovina

HARAGUCHI Takehisa
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Bosnia and Herzegovina, formerly a part of Yugoslavia, experienced a civil war from 1992 to 1995.
Thiswar iswell known for its savageries such as ethnic cleansing and the siege of Sarajevo. The western
media and intellectual s typically said that there always had been conflicts between nations in the history
of Balkan Peninsula and that in the hearts of people there had always been a deeply rooted distrust and
hatred to the other nations.

However, if we look into the history of nations (that is the formation of nation consciousness) in
this area, it becomes clear that Bosnia and Herzegovina never had a history of repeated conflicts or deep
antagonism between different ethical or regional groups. This fact suggests that the civil war in 1990'sis
purely a modern problem that was caused by some misleading politicians, not the hearts of common
people.
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