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A Study of The Tempest

— On the Nature of Caliban —

KIKUCHI Zenta
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Various hypotheses have been proposed with regard to the origin of the name ‘Caliban’, a character
in Shakespeare’s The Tempest. One of the major hypotheses is that ‘Caliban’ is an anagram of the word
‘Cannibal’, which appeared in Montaigne’s ‘Essays’. On the other hand, The Tempest is considered to
be a festive drama. In this paper, I wish to supplement this hypothesis by proposing an additional
meaning. [ suppose that there is a metaphor of ‘Carnival’ to ‘Cannibal’ and so the ‘Caliban’ has a
metaphor of ‘Carnival’ in an aspect.
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The Russian critic Mikhail Bakhtin uses the term
‘carnival’ to describe these inversionary rituals, and
in a famous explanation of the meaning of carnival
he draws out some of their implications. He sees
the carnival tradition as being inseparable from the
official pageants, processions and ceremonies which
were so important to medieval and early modern
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Europe.

Come unto these yellow sands,
And then take hands:

Courtsied when you have and kiss'd
The wild waves whist:  (380)

Foot it featly here and there,

And sweet sprites bear

The burthen. Hark, hark.
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Burthen dispersedly. Bow-wow.
Act1Sc2

As wicked dew as e'er my mother brush'd
With raven's feather from unwholesome fen
Drop on you both! a south-west blow on ye (325)

And blister you all o'er!
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