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Noh and Samuel Beckett
— What Happens in This World—

ISHIDA Masaaki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In Beckett’s famous Waiting for Godot, two men are waiting for Godot, who never shows up.
Waiting for someone supposedly coming may be a theatrical commonplace. Nevertheless, waiting for
what never happens means waiting for eternity. The day when they encounter would never come. We
could say that this paradoxical comparison unites Beckett’ plays, in which someone is refraining or
pursuing something forever, and Noh plays, where someone would meet his or her past. In Beckett’s
plays actors and actresses listen to a voice from beyond this world, and in Noh plays we can see exactly
what is coming from the other side of the border.
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Ernest Fenollosa and Ezra Pound The Noh Theatre
of Japan

Maid-servant

Say to whomsoever it concerns that Yugiri has

come.
Wife

What! you say it is Yugiri? There is no need for a
servant. Come to this side! in here! How is this, Yugiri,
that you are so great a stranger? Yet welcome. I have
cause of complaint. If you were utterly changed, why
did you send me no word? Not even a message in the

current of the wind?
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Maid-servant

Truly I wished to come, but his Honour gave me no
leisure. For three years he kept me in that very ancient
city.

Wife

You say it was against your heart to stay in the city?
While even in the time of delights I thought of its
blossom, until sorrow had grown the cloak of my
heart.”
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