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Backgrounds for the Rise of Ethno-nationalism in Yugoslavia
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

After the World War |1, people in Yugoslavia had an era of peace. However, after the death of Tito
in 1980, the political situation in Yugoslavia became unstable. This country not only lost the charismatic
leader but also faced a serious economic crisis. The socialist regime lost credibility with the people.

In such a situation ethno-nationalism began to rise. And in 1990, ethno-nationalists won the
electionsin all the Republics.

This paper points out backgrounds for the rise of ethno-nationalism in Yugoslavia. Whereas a
weadlthy life is a basic desire of each individual, economic problems became the trigger of
ethno-nationalism in this country. When an individual regards his’her ethnic group as the most basic
community for him/her, he/she tends to regard an economic problem as an ethnic issue.
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