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Military Authorities Newspaper Policy and Understanding

of the Tone of the Press at the Onset of the Manchurian Incident

SATO Katsuya
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

As military authorities plotted the Manchurian Incident, they were devising measures to obtain
newspapers support. They made an effort to appease the newspapers instead of putting pressure on them.
Before the Incident, Kanto Army Commander thought the tone of the press turned into jingoism against
China due to Wanpaoshan Incident and murder of Capt. Nakamura. After the Manchurian Incident
occurred, military authorities wanted bigger support from newspapers so much that they were
considering taking a harder line.

On the other hand, newspaper editorials and articles on the Incident were not consistent in tenor.
Osaka Asahi Shinbun did not set its strict policy to support the military authorities until four month after
the onset of the Manchurian Incident.
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