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Middle Nishida philosophy and The Ten Oxherding Pictures

A Study of the system of the universal and the self-consciousness
FUKUYAMA Shun
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The logic of “Place” established in middle Nishida philosophy is the key which is to form a frame of
latter period Nishida philosophy. Nishida Kitarou deepened the thought of “Place” still more and
established it as a system of the universal. He reached from the universal of judgment to the place of
absolute nothingness that was ultimate universal step by step and then watched the direction of the former
adversely from the latter. When I understand this system as a process of deepening of awareness, I notice
resemblance characteristics with a ten oxherding pictures which have been used as a thing to show
deepening of awareness in Zen Buddhism in the same way more from ancient times. In this paper, the
system of the universal and the ten oxherding pictures are surveyed and considered some problems of
Nishida philosophy by examining resemblances and differences between them.
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