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A Study of Female Noh in Middle Age

MIYANISHI Naoko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

When deliberating the history of women Noh performances, there are seven periods based on
historical events. (1) Occurrence of female “sarugaku”, the original of Noh (1349-1432). (2) Record of
the oldest female Noh and its popularity (1432-1585). (3) Golden age of female Noh (1585-1630). (4)
Prohibition of female Noh in Tokugawa feudal age (1640-1868). (5) Crisis of traditional Noh and
conflict of women Noh performers (1868-1948). (6) Activities of professional women Noh
performances (1948-2004). (7) Expectations for female Noh performances (2004~). In this paper, I
examine (1) — (3) periods and feel out the activities of women in the middle ages, especially so called
“Golden age” for women. These Noh performances are different from the present day Noh
performances stylized in the Tokugawa feudal age in 17™ to the middle of the 19™ century. When we
study the golden age of women Noh, there may be some hints for female Noh performers to make a new
paradigm of Noh world.
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