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A study of the limitation of national control in North Korea

MIYATA Atsushi
Nihon University, Graduate school of Social and Cultural Studies

This article is about ‘the control of the nation’, which is one reason why North Korea has been able to maintain
long-term dictatorial government.

North Korea uses mind control methods to control its people. It is considered that such control exists over the
four domains of information, action, ideas, and emotion.

To prevent people from being aware of these control methods, there exists a party structure, the security police,
and an army. Those responsible for these controls collaborate closely so that all people and organizations are unable
to escape them. Every citizen except Kim-Jongil is subject to these controls.

The aim of the controls is remove the bud of criticism, by monitoring trends in citizens’ thinking and the
development of the antiestablishment movement. Among these, the secret police with its ultra law authority fulfills
the most important role. In doing so, it prevents the government from being toppled under the weight of internal
pressure.

Recently, however, a crack has emerged in these controls. Moreover, it appears above the surface, which is

evidenced by the testimony of North Korean refugees and the exposure of internal material for idea education.
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