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The Electric Power Indudry Reform with the Development of Fud Cdlls

- Proposition to Existing Electric Power Companies -

TAKASHIMA Masanobu
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The fuel cell utilizes the reverse process of electrolysis. Using hydrogen as fuel, electricity and hot
water is supplied. Water is the only waste. Due to the absence of movable parts, the device is silent and
is proportionately more efficient than an internal-combustion engine. As a mobile generating station,
the way it disperses power is a threat to the electric power companies. Using highly advanced
equipment necessary for highly regarded sources, such asfuel cells, is Japan's strong field.

There will be a new business model appearing in the electrical sales business due to the fuel cells.
Similar to the deregulation of the telephone industry, when the fuel cell electric sales market becomes
well underway, there will be other businesses unrelated to electricity participating in the industry
allowing for more competition.
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PEFC: Polymer Electrolyte Fuel Cell
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