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On the basic thought of “An inquiry into the Good”
by Kitaro Nishida

FUJISHIRO Yuko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social Cultural Studies

“An inquiry into the Good” by Kitaro Nishida is a very important work in the history of Japanese
philosophy. It can be called atruly Japanese contribution to modern philosophy, and as such marks a
kind of 'Declaration of Independence’ in the history of Japanese philosophy.

There are 4 chapters in Nishida's book. Chapter 1: ”"Pure Experience’; Chapter 2: "Reality”; Chapter
3: "The Good”; Chapter 4: "Religion”. Taken together these chapters give a comprehensive description
of Nishida's basic thinking. But he says that someone reading his book for the first time should miss out
Chapter 1. Why does he say this? The purpose of this paper isto explain the basic thought of Nishida. To
do this it starts by examining his thinking in the chapter entitled “Reality”. Next, | work through “The
Good”, “Pure Experience” and “Religion”. As Nishida did in fact actually write the chaptersin this order,
| think this approach brings out more clearly the essence of his thought.
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