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South Manchuria Railway’s Libraries and Miyogo Ohsa

TOMOTANI Junichi
Nihon University,Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

South Manchuria Railway, a railroad company established by the Japanese government in 1906 with
the goal of achieving control over Manchuria, operated more than 30 libraries.

The company endeavored to train librarians and dispatched Miyogo Ohsa to the Colombia University
School of Library Service.

After having studied in the United States, Ohsa, who held prominent positions as Chief Librarian of
Fushun Public Library and Reference Librarian of Dalian Library, engaged in library services in the
colony and put into order the book collections seized by Japanese troops in Beijing and Nanjing.

The thesis reveals how Japan’s colonial occupation and war had an influence on librarian training,
through focusing on the history of the South Manchuria Railway’s libraries and the path followed by
Ohsa.
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