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Reconsideration of Adam Smith’s The Theory of
Moral Sentiments (2)

——In Reference to the Notion of ‘Conscience’ in Part 3——

INOUE Chie
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral Sentiments, one of his two chief works published in life, went
through six editions until his death in 1790. In this process he made several major corrections and
revisions of the text. Among the great alterations he made in the one of his views on the role of
‘Conscience’ in Part 3. What are the points of the alteration? What intellectual factors and
socio-cultural background drove him into making the revision? This is the question which the author
tries to examine in this essay, especially in connection with the distinction between ‘praise’ and
‘praise-worthiness’ and in an intellectual-historical context of the problem of ‘wealth and virtue’.
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Of the Foundation of our
judgments concerning our own Sentiments and
Conduct, and of the Sense of Duty

Of the Character of Virtue

Of the Propriety of Action

Of the corruption of our moral sentiments,
which is occasioned by this disposition to admire the
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2) In what manner our own judgments refer to what
ought to be the judgments of others : and of the origin
of general rules

3) Of the influence and authority of the general
rules of morality, and that they are justly regarded as
the laws of the Deity
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