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Free Trade under theWTO
Gateway to Food Safety
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Culture Studies

Japan has long been dragging its feet, unlike nations in North America, South America and Europe, to
explore Free Trade Agreement with other nations. However, the agreement has been concluded with
Singapore in November 2002 as the first Economic Partnership Agreement, and with Mexico effective
from April 2005. Japan has also begun dialogue with Thailand, Philippines, Maaysia, Korea and more
nations to pursue Free Trade Agreement. While the Agreement provides the opportunities to promote
trades among the participated nations, it is anticipated that more foreign made food products will be
imported into Japan. Concerns are raised if they are safe food. How do we ensure that consumers are
being supplied with food that is safe to eat - “safe” by the standards we consider appropriate? What
policy and system are in place under the WTO to prevent from importing unsafe food? 1S so-called
“precautionary principle” an answer for food safety?
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