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The Bon Festival Dance as a Positive Reinforcer

A Reflection on the Bon Festival Dance of Gujoh Shirotori.

YOSHIDA Kuniko
Nihon University, Graduate school of Social and Cultural studies

Problems that society faces today include the refusal of some children to go to school and the
tendency of some young people to withdraw into themselves. These problems have arisen in a time of
increasing pressure on the individual to conform to social norms, that is, when negative reinforcers work.
Such pressure, no matter how well borne, does not lead to a satisfied life. |1 believe that direct
communication holds the key to resolving this problem. Only through contact with other people can we
acquire the vitality needed to maintain a healthy social life. With this in mind, | recently carried out a
research on the Bon Festival Dance of Gujoh Shirotori. It was suggested that the Bon Festival Dance
represents a source of positive reinforcer is backed up by the results of questionnaires. Analysis of the
results shows that encouragement is gained through the fast rhythm of the dance, an affinity with the
people who are sharing the experience.
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2.
1 2 3 4 5
37 0.214173 34 -0.28452 22 -0.35964 37 -0.30384 22 -0.32276
31 0.325682 12 -0.27689 21 -0.35473 23 -0.27298 21 -0.31973
34 0.34489 17 -0.23677 13 -0.28966 22 -0.27275 29 -0.22684
35 0.455957 14 -0.20965 30 -0.25084 38 -0.19708 23 -0.21023
38 0.459977 16 -0.20434 35 -0.23518 15 -0.18652 24 -0.18874
13 0.476702 13 -0.18541 23 -0.22015 17 -0.18549 30 -0.16116
40 0.484125 21 -0.17209 32 -0.18579 21 -0.14187 26 -0.14418
33 0.492806 18 -0.16118 14 -0.17803 19 -0.12136 28 -0.13024
32 0497621 23 -0.15755 18 -0.17073 14 -0.11956 25 -0.13014
30 0.524953 11 -0.15227 12 -0.1184 11 -0.11626 27 -0.10775
29 0.548737 22 -0.13995 39 -0.11592 25 -0.09213 20 -0.09565
39 0.578156 15 -0.12707 15  -0.0938 16 -0.08488 32 -0.08318
21 0.587366 35 -0.07054 37 -0.09365 24 -0.07828 34 -0.07496
25 0.60787 19 -0.04173 29 -0.08801 20 -0.03454 19 -0.06731
36 0.614865 20 -0.03368 36  -0.0854 26 -0.01678 39 0.026891
12 0.63219 33 0.010378 38 -0.06312 18 0.052584 17 0.035352
22 0.644117 32 0.029821 24 -0.02952 40 0.078194 31 0.036702
14 0.659535 24 0.03916 40 -0.01672 12 0.086777 40 0.097125
28 0.664513 27 0.055995 11 0.013498 27 0.091567 36 0.100735
24 067314 28  0.06087 34 0.100429 39 0.093748 18 0.102693
18 0.676882 25 0.089738 31 0.107109 36 0.100565 33 0119157
20 0.677461 26 0.108213 20 0.131218 13 0.114497 11 0.124561
17 0.691658 36 0.169227 28 0.206564 31 0.115183 38 0.160354
23 0.713485 31 0.181849 16 0.248158 28 0.163169 35 0.1727
26 0.718187 30 0.233159 25 0.252039 29 0.213533 16 0.188014
27 0.735797 29 0.290393 19 0.261255 33 0234961 13 0.22861
15 0.741587 40 0.365267 27 0.287625 30 0.243989 37 0.229499
16 0.742878 39 0.39136 33 029774 34 0.341402 12 0.234334
11 0.752274 37 0.560551 26 0.315536 32 0.344797 15 0.282424
19 0.784676 38 0.644007 17 0.369297 35 0.399695 14 0.340279
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