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A Study of “Human Rights Problems’ in the Meiji Era

— In Reference to the Three Incidents in which Japan faced the I ssues of Human Rights —

YAMAMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

With the Meiji Restoration of 1868, Japan abandoned the feudal system of the Tokugawa period and
started a new career of amodern state. Under the leadership of the Meiji Government, Japan opened her
door to the rest of the world and entered into diplomatic relations with main Western powers. In this
situation Japan was confronted with a new problem: how to protect the human rights of people of Japan
as well as people from other countries. Illegal emigration of laborers to Hawaii, maltreatment of
children sent to other countries, and the incident of a Peruvian transport ship “Maria Luz” are three
main cases that made the government seriously cope with the problem of human rights. This essay
examines how the government dealt with the cases in order to see to what extent the government
realized the importance of human rights.
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(This ship is engaged in
the transport of coolies from the coast of China
to Peru.)
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...an port of South America ,particularly
the Peruvian,has been characterised by such
barbarity and such disregard to the right of the
Chinese Government that it has most justly
excited the strongest feeling in Europe and

civilized countries. ) D)
8
5 72
6 22 7 22 8 19
4 135
2
5
9 6 3
25
4
5



(] (@]
7 11 o
6 29 N o
(]
8
7 18 5
Iron o
Duke
7 19
8
7 1 =
[e]
7
7 4
7 5 =
[e]
10 2 295
7 26 o
7 5 N o
O
7 6 - 7 26 N
(e} o
8 3 -

119



24

120

13

229



12

121

1875

6

12

13



(1612)

1550

122



570 581

3
30 5 ,592
10 598 603
1 592
12 609
@3 611 618
14 619
(1582 90) 15 4 1
32 2 ,524 525
16 5
30 7 ,582
7 ,583 584
s 412 414
19 415 419
20 503 510
1 6
30 8 ,482 495
, ©2) 529 533
(23)
30 10 , 509
24)
45 2 316
(25) 16
49 11 757 766
(26) 838 840

()
(Received:May 31,2004)
(Issued in internet Edition:July 1,2004)

1
30 5 ,599
3
30 5 ,444
1 1
32 12 ,650 652
1 2
30 5 ,80
681 684
4 2
32 2 ,540 561
547

123



