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Japanese Correspondents in China of the Taisho Era
"21 Demands" Negotiation and Tokyo Asahi Shimbun Reports

YAMAMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Japanese Government and the Chinese Government were engaged in the negotiation
regarding “21 Demands’ from January to May 1915. Asahi Shimbun dispatched special
correspondents to 26 places inside China and carried reports about this negotiation everyday. This
negotiation finally ended with “the Ultimatum” favoring Japan’'s military force. As a result, the
relations between Japan and China became confrontational .

During that period, more than 1,200 articles were delivered. The reports about diplomatic
issues were regulated by the newspaper law in Japan at that time. However, the correspondents
made an effort to accurately convey information in their articles by introducing foreign
newspapers reports, such as the Chinese people’s, American government’s and European
governments' perspectives on the issues.
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