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Hegel on “Self-alienation and Formation”

— An Attempt to Interpret the Foreword of The Phenomenology of Mind
in Reference to the Notions of Entfremdung and Bildung —

SAINOHARA Teruko
Nihon University , Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

What does it signify to study the philosophy of Hegel (Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, 1770-1831)?
What are the meanings of his philosophical key concepts, such as ‘wissenschaftliches Wissen’(scientific
knowledge), ‘BewulBtsein’(consciousness), ‘Erfahrung’(experience), ‘Subjekt — Objekt ’°, ‘Substanz’,
‘das Absolute’, ‘Vernunft - Verstand’, ‘Entfremdung’, ‘Bildung(formation/culture), ‘das Denken’, * an
sich — fiir sich — an und fiir sich’, ‘Aufheben’, ‘Begrift’ and ‘Dialektik’? What places do they have in the
philosophical system of Hegel? And what is the main intention of Hegel in writing his main
philosophical work of The Phenomenology of Mind? These are the questions that lie under the
discussions of this essay. Here I analyzed Hegel’s main points of view, concentrating on his notion of
‘Entfremdung’, and came to a conclusion that we still have a lot of lessons to learn from his philosophy

that will lead us to form a new perspective of thought for the 21* century.
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