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Reconsideration of Adam Smith’s The Theory of

Moral Sentiments

In Reference to Part 6 of the 6™ Ed. of The Theory of Moral Sentiments——

INOUE Chie
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Just before his death in 1790, Adam Smith made major revisions to one of his works The Theory of
Moral Sentiments. And to this 6™ edition of the TMS, he added a new part, Part 6, which is entitled
‘Of the Character of Virtue.’ In this essay I will make clear what alterations this work went through
from the 1% edition of 1759 to the 6™ edition in question. Then I go on to discuss the circumstances,
both social and philosophical, under which he was led to revise this work for the last time. And finally,

I examine Part 6 itself, and here my discussion focuses on the question whether or not Smith changed

his point of view in dealing with the problems of virtue, and what was the most important matter in

issue that he wanted to stress.
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