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Nishida Philosophy and Art

—The Various Aspects of Related Research and a View—

ASAKURA Yuichiro
Mitaka City Arts Foundation

The philosopher Nishida Kitaro (1870-1945) made many references to beauty and the aesthetics
of art in his writing. Although papers and books written on the philosophy of Nishida Kitaro are
extremely numerous, very much less attention has been paid to references to art, beauty and aesthetics in
his work. It is for this reason that I wish to concentrate on this aspect, and delve more deeply into

Nishida’s theories on art.

I intend to isolate these references and make a survey of them, and subsequently consolidate his
theories on aesthetics over the period of his career. It is my intention to analyze these references under
four headings in order to focus the research clearly, and to specify the precise conditions and
characteristics pertaining to the development of Nishida Kitaro’s aesthetic theories. In this way I intend
to further elucidate research up until 2003 and to draw some views from this study.
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