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Ddgen’s View of Buddhism

HASHIMOTO Hiromichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Dadgen is generally known as the founder of the Soto sect of Zen Buddhism. But it is not known so
much that he himself has extremely disliked that the Buddhism he taught was regarded as a Zen
Buddhism. Dbgen says what he teaches is the only right Buddhism, not a Zen Buddhism.

The fundamental doctrines of Buddhism are the law of cause and effect (Engi) and the theory of
Emptiness (K0). And the most important thing for the people who believes Buddhism is to understand
the law of causality correctly. Also Dogen accepted that the deep faith in the law of causality was the
ultimate doctrine of Buddhism.
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