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A Study of The Portrait of a Lady

‘Conversion’ from ‘Infinite Suffering’ to ‘ Joy for Living’
TAKANAMI Masaru
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the meaning of ‘conversion’ from ‘infinite suffering’ to
‘joy for living'. It is concluded that the meaning of ‘conversion’ from ‘infinite suffering’ to ‘joy for
living’ lies in ‘wisdom’ of ‘self-destruction’ and the sense of ‘feeling’ only through ‘suffering’ and
feeling ‘joy for ever’ comes from the sense of ‘feeling’ in the real world. ‘The theme of this thesis’ is
largely connected with ‘our sense of value of the real world’. This ‘conversion’ from ‘infinite
suffering’ to ‘joy for living' isthe truth that we keep in our mind through the time.

Henry James

She was a person of great good faith, and if there
was a great dea of folly in her wisdom those who
judge her severely may have the satisfaction of
finding that, later, she became consistently wise only
at the cost of an amount of folly which will constitute
almost a direct appeal to charity.*

(‘ became
consistently wise') And | want you to be happy — not to think of
anything sad; only to feel that I'm near you and | love
you. Why should there be pain? In such hours as this
She had not known where to turn; but she knew what have we to do with pain? That's not the deepest
now. Therewasavery straight path.? thing; there's something deeper.’ °
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(* something deeper’)
(‘something deeper’)
(‘ became
wise')

(* something deeper’)

Deep in her soul deeper than any appetite for

renunciation was the sense that life would be her
business for along time to come.*

(‘something deeper’)
(‘became wise')

(‘consistently

wise')

(‘only at’)

What he had meant had been the whole thing her
character, the way she felt, the way she judged. °
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54
(“her character, the way
she felt, the way she judged’)

‘privacy’
‘privacy’
()
‘privacy’
Nothing was changed; she recognized everything
she had seen years before; it might have been only
‘privacy’ yesterday she had stood there. °

Privacy here reigned supreme, and the wide carpet
of turf that covered the level hill-top seemed but the
extension of aluxuriousinterior.”

‘Privacy’
‘Privacy here reigned supreme’

‘privacy’
‘privacy’
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‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’
()
(‘villain’)

But al the same | can't help feeling that you're
running agraverisk. ®

:feell

lfwl
‘feel’

‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘feel’
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xfedl

()

It was almost as unnecessary to cultivate doubt of
one's self as to cultivate doubt of one’s best friend:®

(‘doubt of one's self’)

‘privacy’

:.I:eely

:feelv

()

‘privacy’

only to feel that I'm near you and | love you.
Why should there be pain? In such hours as this



what have we to do with pain? That's not the
deepest thing; there's something deeper.™® (‘The True
Voice of feeling') 14
(* something deeper’)
Feel’

‘something deeper’

| always tried to keep you from understanding; but
that's all over.™ ‘privacy’

lfw!
()
‘something deeper’
‘feel’
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More self-destroying, She had not known where to turn; but she knew
now. There was a very straight path.™

Melting into its radiance, we blend,
Mingle, and so become a part of it

( ‘self-destroying’)

‘ Pleasure Thermometer but she believed just then that to let him take
her in his arms would be the next thing to her dying.*®
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In the movement she seemed to beat with her feet,

in order to catch herself, to feel something to rest

on.r’

‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’
Lf%IY
55
(‘the ghost’)
‘privacy’
lf@l

‘consistently wise'
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‘pleasure’
(‘Joy’

18
‘naturalized imagination’  ‘visionary imagination’
“naturalized imagination’

‘visionary imagination’

19

Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are swester;

20

21 1818
12 31
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even finer to me than more
accomplish’d works asthere was | eft
so much room for Imagination®

‘fedl’ ‘action’

‘Heard Melodies '

23

()

(some miserable knowledge')

lfeely

‘privacy’
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‘f%l’

‘privacy’

‘You want to see

remarked.?*

(‘feel’)

‘feel,
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‘privacy’
lf%!

‘f%l’

ﬂfwl
She knew the idea only by the Bible and other
literary works; to the best of her belief she had no
personal acquaintance with wickedness.®

‘feel’
‘privacy’

xfedl
xfed!

‘consistently wise'

26

but not to feel, Raph

27

‘privacy’
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:.I:eely

()

‘privacy’
‘privacy’
‘privacy’

13 fw 1
‘privacy’
‘privacy’

lf%l
‘privacy’

Lfeela

a7



wise

‘feel’

‘consistently

Daisy Miller2s

‘privacy’

‘A thing of beauty isajoy for ever
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‘A thing of beauty’

‘feel’

‘consistently
wise

‘consistently wise'

‘negative capability’
‘negative capability’

Negative Capability, that is when man is capable of
being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any
reaching after fact and reason.*

‘negative capability’
31

‘negative capability’

‘consistently wise'
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lfeely

32

James'snovel is akin to romance

‘f%l‘

:.I:eely
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