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AnAnalysis of Features of Patient-Nurse Relations
in Medical Practices of Japan

—In special reference to aroad to desirable Caring —
SHIRATORI Takako
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this essay the author analyses several features of nurse-patient relations in medical practices of
today, especially those features that may be regarded as peculiar to the Japanese scene. The analysis
reveals the following. Those human relations in which enough attention is hardly paid to personal
individualities of patients are prevalent in medical facilities. The whole situation comes first, and is
always more important than the people that are put in it. These relations are those which may be
regarded as hindrances to desirable “caring.” In a patient-oriented kind of medical care, patients

independent decisions and aspirations must be respected more than anything else, and services, both
medical and mental, are to be offered in order to meet their own needs.
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