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On Ideas of ‘Gratitudo’ in Spinoza

ASANO Akira
Nihon University ,Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

‘Gratitudo’, highly praised by Descartes, not to speak of among the common people in general ,was
not evaluated at all by young Spinoza, who had studied the Cartegian theory and been stimulated his
originality . After his excommunication in 1656, Spinoza (1632-1677) lived first with his friends of
the (Christian) Collegiant group and taught his own thought of which manuscripts were discovered
and published in1862 under the title of the oldest of them : Korte Verhandeling van Got, den Mensch
en des zelfs Welstand (Short Treatise on God ,Man ,and His Well-being). In his lifework written in
Latin the Ethica More Geometrico Demonstrata (Ethics Demonstrated in the Geometrical Manner ),
however, Spinoza admitted the idea of ‘gratitudo’ as a true ethical value saying that liberal men only
can be most grateful each other .This paper handles such a new development of his ethical view .
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