No. 4, 332-334 (2003)

A Study of the Contemporary Significance of Noh
In Relation to Nature, Death, and Speed

WATANABE Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this paper is to consider some of the relationships between today’s worldwide
problems and the characteristics of Noh theater. At present, man has achieved unprecedented
economic growth and technological progress; but, by contrast, this growth and progress have degraded
the natural environment, made light of death, and caused an insatiable speed race. Before long, these
problems might drive the earth into devastation. Noh backed by Buddhism has three marvelous
characteristics to cope effectively with these problems as a smart balance for stopping the excesses and
the mistaken advances into pseudo-progress that will lead usto ruin.
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