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A Sudy of Japan’sIndustrial Cluster Policies

KOMORI Masahiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

An “industrial cluster,” a synergetic agglomeration of firms and institutions in a specific area,
can create innovation and improve a region’s competitiveness. “Merits of contact” relates to innovation
in fusing diverse factors and reducing uncertainty. Industrial clusters in Japan, however, tend to be in
isolated areas and lack sufficient networking. In retrospect, past industry location policies included
contradictory objectives, namely efficiency and equitability. Current industrial cluster policies have
inherited the emphasis on equitability; the designation of industrial location is still highly artificial and
dispersive. In the age of the knowledge economy, the key is the interaction among knowledge workers,
who tend to appreciate urban convenience and life amenities that tend to be abundant in urban centers.
Proximity is an important element for determining the merits of contact. Industrial location policies
should consider utilizing natural accumulations of people.




269



270

(New Combinations)



25
GDP

271



Vi

272

vii



Xi

viii
1961
1962
ix 1964
x 1971

1983
1988 xii

1990

1992

1997
xiii 1999

1992

1997

273

XV

Xiv



1978
1986

1985

xvi 1983

xviii

1973 1979

Xxvii

274

XiX

1992

353

14

91

14

15



60

15

31

69

385

14

LSI
LSl

14

XX

25

14

15

19

15

275

15

17

XXii

1997-2001

XXiii

1.06



13

34
370ha

3 l XXV

XXV

3-4km o

DTP

276

IT
1980
IT
1990
Xxvii
IT
D2K
DTP



24

xxviii

TLO

277



XXiX

SOHO

NTT 1999

2003 2 3 22

1997  137-156

1997  210-242

11 2003 39-40

1997 1-18

2003

1998 i-23
254-258

1999 150-157

110-118
1999
2002 105-117
1997  185-187
2003 6 27 33
45 1 1999  28-34
J
2000

13 1999  41-54

1999 67-174

2000 164-180

158 2001

278

2000

137-166

1-13



vi

2003
6,165
491 2003 28-30
IT 2000 viii
14-37 1972
2002 2-52
432
2000 56 A
Innovation I: 2001
2001
2003 6-9 iL“ggg
2003 8 30 32 xii
Roberto Camagni, “Local ‘Milieu,” Uncertainty and Innovation
Networks,” Camagni (ed.) /nnovation Networks, 1991, pp.
121-144, "
Roberta Capello, “Spatial Transfer of Knowledge in High X 10962
Technology Milieu,” Regional Studies 33(4), 1999, pp.353-365. 3
Maryann P. Feldman and Richard Florida, “The Geographic xi
Sources of Innovation,” Annals of the Association of American i:::,
Geographers 84 (2), 1994, pp. 210-229. xx
Richard Florida, “Toward the Learning Region,” Futures 27 (5), Z.
1995, pp. 527-536.
Michael E. Porter, “Clusters of [nnovation,” Council on
Competitiveness, 2001, pp. ix-Xix. i::.
Xxiv
i xoxw
IT

i Xxvii

xxviii

iii XXX

v (La Terza Italia)

Flexible
Specialization

279

1983 9,190 2000

1959
-2002 1964
1973
23
1999
1998
1969 1977
1987 4 1998 21
TAMA
2003 9 8 28
30
10
90
BizCafe
2002



