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Developing BusinessMind in an Era of Globalization:
Needs and measures for Japanese-style M BA education

IGARASHI Masao
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the advanced, industrialized nations, e-learning via the Internet is the mainstream of
corporate educationa programs for the employees, while at universities, large numbers of students are
earning advanced degrees through e-learning. In Japan, on the other hand, a graduate school for
distance education viathe Internet has been launched only recently.

In order to restore and maintain their international competitiveness, Japanese businesses are
doing all they can to recruit people who can start contributing to the company right from the start of their
employment. In order to meet their needs, a number of Japanese universities have launched graduate
schools for the working people to give them practical, professional education. However, the
management of these schools is not economically feasible unless the schools are located in large cities
with convenient public transportation networks, because they offer classes in the evenings.

E-learning via the Internet overcomes this difficulty, because a student can learn at the time and
place of his or her choosing. | expect this system, under which classes are conducted through
discussions between the instructor and students via the Internet, will become the mainstream of
education for the working people.
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