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Circle Joining Beauty to Truth

— from Hester to Dimmesdale —
FUKAHORI Mariko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Nathaniel Hawthorne begins The Scarlet Letter with a beautiful woman, Hester Prynne, but is
continually attracted by Arthur Dimmesdale, who remembers the truth of Scripture. This brings the
end to the moral sentence "Be true!" that liesin "Conclusion.” The Scarlet Letter's long preface titled
"The Custom-House" shows Hawthorne's dualistic way of thinking and makes Hester and Dimmesdale
form acircle joining beauty to truth.
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Preface to the Second Edition “ The

author is constrained, therefore, to republish his
introductory sketch without the change of a word.” (2)° (8
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But it appears to him, that the only remarkable
features of the sketch are its frank and genuine
good-humor, and the general accuracy with which he
has conveyed his sincere impressions of the characters
therein described. (1)

“ | must be content to call affection.”



Sensuous
sympathy of dust for dust” (9)

“ for aman
who felt it to be the best definition of happiness to live
throughout the whole range of his faculties and
sensibilities!” (40)

“ A man
of thought, fancy, and sensibility” (26)
“ a man of
affairs’ (26)
“ drong traits of their nature have intertwined
themselves with mine” (10)
“ theinevitable centre of the universe” (12)
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“ Thereis an introduction to this book —giving a sketch
of the Custom-House, with an imaginative touch here
and there—w hich perhaps may be more widely attractive
than the main narrative.” 2

“ some six months ago” (8)
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The young woman was tall, with a figure of perfect
elegance, on a large scae. She had dark and
abundant hair, so glossy that it threw off the sunshine
with a gleam, and a face which, besides being
beautiful from regularity of feature and richness of
complexion, had the impressiveness belonging to a
marked brow and deep black eyes. She was
lady-like, too, after the manner of the feminine
gentility of those days; characterized by a certain state
and dignity, rather than by the delicate, evanescent,
and indescribable grace, which is now recognized as
itsindication. (I, 53)

“ an object to remind him of the image of

Divine Maternity” (l1, 56)



18 A Flood
of Sunshine

By another impulse, she took off the formal cap
that confined her hair; and down it fell upon her
shoulders, dark and rich, with at once a shadow and a
light in its abundance, and imparting the charm of

softness to her features. There played around her “ | should imagine, was
mouth, and beamed out of her eyes, a radiant and looked upon by others as an intruder and a nuisance.”
tender smile, that seemed gushing from the very heart 32

of womanhood. A crimson flush was glowing on her
cheek, that had been long so pale. Her sex, her
youth, and the whole richness of her beauty, came
back from what men call the irrevocable past, and
clustered themselves, with her maiden hope, and a
happiness before unknown, within the magic circle of
this hour. (XVI11, 202)
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take mel” (XX, 217)
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“That self was gonel " (XX, 223)

Roger Chillingworth

“ the tapestried comfort
of the walls” XX, 222
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“Nay, | think not so” (XX,
223)
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“ A writhing horror twisted itself across his
features, like a snake gliding swiftly over them, and
making one little pause, with all its wreathed
intervolutions in open sight.” 61

“

anew purpose; dark, it istrue, if not
guilty, but of force enough to engage the full strength of
hisfaculties” X, 119
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“ | have already told thee what | am! A fiend!”

* The Leech”

“ leech”
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The Leech and His Patient)

“ deceive themselves’

Hester and the Physician

“ physician”



could scarcely forgive him” (XX11, 240)
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21
21 The minister well knew—subtle, but remorseful
18 hypocrite that he was! —the light in which his vague
confession would be viewed. He had striven to put a
cheat upon himself by making the avowal of a guilty
22 conscience, but had gained only one other sin, and a
“ She hardly knew him now!” (XXII, 239) self-acknowledged shame, without the momentary

relief of being self-deceived. He had spoken the
“ she very truth, and transformed it into the veriest

21



falsehood. And yet, by the constitution of his nature,
he loved the truth, and loathed the lie, as few men
ever did. Therefore, above al things else, he loathed
his miserable self! (X1, 144)

(James Knox Polk,
1795-1849)

1200
17

“The little power you might once have possessed
over the tribe of unredlities is gone! You have
bartered it for a pittance of the public gold. Go, then,
and earn your wages!” In short, the aimost torpid
creatures of my own fancy twitted me with imbecility,
and not without fair occasion. (34-35)

“ | had ceased to be a writer of tolerably poor tales and
essays, and had become a tolerably good Surveyor of the
Customs.” (38)
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“ the
its separate individuality; the
centre-table, sustaining a work-basket, a volume or two,
and an extinguished lamp; the sofa; the book-case; the
picture on thewall” (35)

chairs, with each

its books, its
windows, its fireplace, and the tapestried comfort of the
walls’ (XX, 222)

...he forthwith began another, which he wrote with
such an impulsive flow of thought and emotion, that
he fancied himself inspired...However, leaving that
mystery to solve itself, or go unsolved for ever, he
drove his task onward, with earnest haste and ecstasy.
(XX, 225)

The sketch might, perhaps, have been wholly
omitted, without loss to the public, or detriment to the
book; but, having undertaken to write it, he conceives
that it could not have been done in a better or a
kindlier spirit, nor, so far as his abilities availed, with
alivelier effect of truth. (1-2)
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This warmer light mingles itself with the cold
spirituality of the moonbeams, and communicates, as
it were, a heart and sensibilities of human tenderness
to the forms which fancy summons up. It converts
them from snow-images into men and women.  (36)

1
“ sad-colored” (I, 47) “ gray”
(1, 47)
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with one hand on the “Hush, Hester, hush!” said he, with tremulous
Hebrew Scriptures” (XX, 223) solemnity. “The law we broke! —the sin here so
awfully revealed! —tet these alone be in thy thoughts!
| fear! | fear! It may be, that, when we forgot our
God, —when we violated our reverence each for the
other’s soul,—it was thenceforth vain to hope that we
could meet hereafter, in an everlasting and pure
reunion. God knows; and He is merciful! He hath
proved his mercy, most of all, in my afflictions...His
will bedone!  Farewell!” (XXIII, 256-57)

“Betrue! Betrue! Be true! Show freely to
the world, if not your worst, yet some trait whereby the
worst may be inferred!” (XXIV, 260)

It was a folly, with the materiality of this daily life
pressing so intrusively upon me, to attempt to fling
myself back into another age; or to insist on creating
the semblance of a world out of airy matter, when, at
every moment, the impalpable beauty of my
soap-bubble was broken by the rude contact of some
actual circumstance. The wiser effort would have
been, to diffuse thought and imagination through the
opaque substance of to-day, and thus to make it a
bright transparency; to spiritualize the burden that “ Be truel”
began to weigh so heavily; to seek, resolutely, the true
and indestructible value that lay hidden in the petty
and wearisome incidents, and ordinary characters,
with which | was now conversant. The fault was
mine. (37)
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