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A Study of Activation of Japan Economy

-In Reference to Science and Technology Policy in the U.S.-

|ZAWA Mariko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the 1980s, Japan’s economic growth rate was astonishing. However, in the 1990s, Japan fell into the
economic slump of the so-called "Ten lost years."

In contrast, though the U.S. economy slowed and its power in international market became weak in the
1980s, the great economic growth occurred in the late 1990s when the U.S. Government pursued its
Science and Technology policy. Notable examples of the policy were mainly: 1) Technology transfer,
2) Subsidy for small and mid-sized businesses, and 3) Information technology and telecommunication
infrastructure.

Japan was ten years or more behind the U.S. in the Science and Technology policy and is currently
trying to promote economic activation, taking in that of the U.S.

This paper discusses the road to the activation of Japan economy, comparing the Science and
Technology policies between the U.S. and Japan.
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