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The Philosophy of ANDO Shoeki

- A Reinterpretation of his Concepts of NATURE and EARTH
with a view to giving theoretical foundations to Correctional Education —

HAYASI Kazuharu
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the 18™-Century Japan ANDO Shoeki formed an original Philosophy of NATURE on the principle
of EARTH. Probably because of the unpopularity of his philosophy and severe criticisms of the existing
feudal system  he was kept away from the circle of orthodox scholars until at last he was “forgotten.”
He was kept out of people’'s mind for more than a century. At last the time came when he was
“rediscovered” and brought to mind again. In the Meiji period about a hundred yearsago  KANO
Kokichi made known the existence of this Japanese contemporary of Jean Jacques Rousseau after a
careful examination of manuscript copies ascribed to Shoeki. After the end of the Second World War the
philosophy of Shoeki was treated in such a context and to such an extent asis due to him. E. H. Norman
Canadian diplomat and historian  did much to do justice to this long-forgotten thinker.
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