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The Philosophy of ANDO Shoeki

- A Reinterpretation of his Concepts of NATURE and EARTH
with aview to giving theoretical foundationsto Correctional Education  —

HAYASI Kazuharu
Nihon University  Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The philosophical system of Ando Shoeki centers around the concepts of Nature and Earth. Nature
represents the fundamental principle (arché ) which constitutes all things of the world; it is not a
substratum but active energy  infinite and eternal  which defines itself to become various forms that
permeate every action of the cosmic nature (the revolving heaven) the physical nature — which
comprises the seas and dry land  and the center of which is Earth — and human nature  as well as
human society. Cosmic/physical phenomena  human activities and social structures are as many
manifestations of the true vital force of the universe. Thisforce is always moving towards the realization
of what these things are by their own nature; it isleading everything to the natural  thatis right state
of things. In this scheme of things each of cosmic/physical (outward) nature and human (inward) nature
can complete and realize itself only by completing and realizing the other because  while being separate
from each other  each finds intrinsic essential features of its own in the other; this logic of ‘otherness
also applies to every human relation in society. This is the ontological frame of reference in terms of
which Shoeki accounts for the course of thingsin natural  human and social worlds  and criticizes the
existing socia order of feudalism in the light of what he thinks is the right society. His philosophical
legacy leads us to consider the situation in which we find ourselves today at the beginning of the 21%
century in universal perspective of the society of mankind.
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