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Adam Smith’s Manuscript on Atonement and Justice

translated with a preface and notes

by
SASAKI Takeshi

Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This is a tentative trandation of Adam Smith’s manuscript on Atonement and Justice, which may be
regarded as part of an early draft, or probably one of the earliest drafts, of his first work The Theory of
Moral Sentiments, the first edition of which appeared in print in 1759. In making my own Japanese
version of the manuscript text, | have made use of the text transcribed in the Appendix  , Vol. 1 of the
Glasgow Edition of The Works and Correspondence of Adam Smith. Without regard to the readability of
the Japanese text, the trandlator has tried to remain as faithful as possible to the original manuscript itself.
In the tranglator’s notes no mention is made of alterations in terminology and thought contents that were
made in the first and subsequent editions of TMS.

It is to be noted that this is an attempt to make all the little progress that he can make towards
establishing a technical method of putting into Japanese those manuscript texts originally made by great
philosophers in preparation for great philosophical works which they were to publish, or to have
published, in later days. The translator hopes from the bottom of his heart that the day will come at an
earliest possible date when general readers here in Japan can obtain access to manuscript texts, such as
John Roger’s edition of ‘Draft A" of Locke's Essay, in plain, intelligible and readable Japanese.

Wer wird aber den Tag seiner Zukunft erleiden
mogen? und wer wird bestehen, wenn er wird
erscheinen? Denn er ist wie das Feuer eines
Goldschmieds.

Maleachi 3, 2

“THE PASSAGE ON ATONEMENT, AND A
MANUSCRIPT FRAGMENT ON JUSTICE”

Adam Smith, 1723-90
Atonement Justice
THE



GLASGOW EDITION OF THE WORKS AND
CORRESPONDENCE OF ADAM SMITH
THE THEORY OF MORAL
SENTIMENTS, Edited by D. D. RAPAEL and A.
L. MACFIE, Oxford University Press, 1976
Appendix 1l “THE PASSAGE ON
ATONEMENT, AND A MANUSCRIPT
FRAGMENT ON JUSTICE"

pp-388-390
A ——
Aaron  Gibb
G. A. J. Rogers
A
1974
KARL MARX/FRIEDRICH ENGELS
DIE DEUTSCHE IDEOLOGIE 1.BAND
1.ABSCHNITT, hrsg. von WATARU
HIROMATSU.
propriety impropriety merit
demerit
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amanuensis

[ ]

readability

the natural
and proper object of Love and Reward
hatred and punishment
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a Being of
such perfect Sanctity
merit

[ ]

his own Conduct
blemishes and imperfections

[ of the Deity] divine
attonement atonement [ ]
Offences
Revelation
[ ]

the general interest of Society—

— L]

a Centinel Sentinel
[...... ]
blame this necessary
Severity
[ 1]
[ ]

[ ]

it goes along with the
other naturally



indignation
the
injustice of Mankind

applaud the same Ardor

applaud with the same Ardor with

the injured

Resentment the Offender

[ ]

civil Society

the
Magistrates in all Governments

employs the power of the
commonwealth
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impartial person

the natural principles of Justice
our Sense
of it

Natural Jurisprudence
the
Theory of the general principles of Law
they

amanuensis them
the- him
t e i m
which  whether established upon
whether they are established upon
which
whether

benevolence



do them Justice

[ ]

do them injustice

[ ]
a good Office

do hurt
not doing good
according to the most perfect propriety

[ ]

commutative Justice

distributive Justice

the Rules of punishment
the Rules of Beneficence

improper vengeance
Benevolence

improper
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the natural principles of punishment

[ ]

the Right
[ 1]

general Rules which have any great
foundation in nature

improper punishment
the demerit of the Crime

meer mere

each
particular person
them



