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Sula

Circle of Qula

‘Correlation of the two’

ISHII Sumiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper | study the circle of Sula. The most important thing that | consider in this work is the
"two kinds of consciousness and two subjects’ continuity for the future. This "two kinds of
consciousness and two subjects’ is not only Sula and Nel but also a writer and a reader. We purify the
work and take it in for ourselves. The tale will continue forever as if dandelion spores that are spread out

everywhere. That is how our identity isinherited from generation to generation.
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“An empty pocketbook” Heterophony?® Heterophony
Sula
Heterophony occurs most frequently
in orally  transmitted  vocal
“I'm traditions. For example, in some
me.”(28) Nel forms of African, Polynesian, and
Black American Christian hymnody,
Sula each member of the congregation
sings his or her own independent
“An empty pocketbook” and highly embellished of the hymn,
producing a complex web of vocal
strands.10
Eva Plum
8
When Eva spoke at last it was
with two voices. Like two people
were talking at the same time,
saying the same thing, one a u
fraction of a second behind the other.
(71) « )
Eva Plum 2

195



Heterophony
Eva Plum

Hannah Eva Plum

12

Chapter Partl 1965
Partl 1965

Partl
Bottom Bottom

Chapter 1965 Bottom Nel Sula

Bottom “A soft ball of fur’(174)

1965 Bottom

1919 Nel

1919
1965 1919
Bottom
Partl 1965 1919
Partl Chapter

Sula

Bottom
“Avalley man”(4)
Nel
1965 1919
Nel
Bottom
Nel
Nel
13
1919
Sula  Nel
Sula
Chapter
Chapter Partl 1919 1920

1921 1922 1923 1927 Part2
1937 1939 1940 1941 1965
Chapter Bottom
Chapter Barbara
Christian

As the beginning is in the end, the
end is in the beginning. Time
becomes important only as it marks
an event, for the people of the



Bottom do not see its reckoning as
an autonomous terminology . . . So
each chapter is not about the
particular year for which it is
named —rather some crucial event
happens in that year which
demands background, its whys and
hows, the reasons for the event's
significance.14

Bottom

Barbara
The Bluest Bye

Chapter

“ There is really nothing more to
say— except why. But since why is difficult to
handle, one must take refuge in how” 15

Hows
Whys

Sula Chapterl

.. . wondering even as early as 1920
what Shadrack was all about, what
that little girl Sula who grew into a
woman in their town was all about,
tucked up there in the Bottom(6)
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‘Love’
I love Sula. I just don't like her. That's the
difference.”(57)

‘Like’

Sula

Sula Ajax

“When | was a little girl the heads of
my paper dolls came off, and it was
a long time before | discovered that
my own head would not fall off if I
bent my neck. | used to walk around
holding it very stiff because |
thought a strong wind or a heavy
push would snap my neck. Nel was
the one who told me the truth. But
she was wrong. | did not hold my
head stiff enough when | met him

Sula

and so | lost it just like the
dolls.”(136)
Love
Like
Jude
Nel

For now her thighs were truly empty and
dead too, and it was Sula who had taken
the life from them and Jude who smashed
her heart and the both of them who left
her with no thighs and no heart just her
brain raveling away. (110-111)
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Love Like
Love Like
‘Look’ ‘Watch
Nel
Jude
Jude
Nel Bottom

Now her thighs were really empty. And it
was then that what those women said
about never looking at another man made
some sense to her, for the rea point, the
heart of what they said, was the word

looked. (110)
Bottom
L ooked Jude
Nel
Bottom
Sula Nel
Ajax Ajax

“Looking for all the
world as he had seventeen years ago when he

had called her pig meat.” (124) 12
12
Sula
Nel
Ajax
12 Sula
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Look Identify
Eva Chicken
Nel Sula “You

watched, didn't you?” (168) Watch
Nel See Watch
Chicken Sula

Nel
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Native American

Peace Deweys
Sula Eva

(5000 ) Iroquois

Iroquois
The Great Peace

18

Eva Peace 3

Dewey

Deweys one was a deeply black boy with
a beautiful head and the golden eyes of
chronic jaundice. Dewey two was
light-skinned with freckles everywhere
and a head of tight red hair. Dewey three
was half Mexican with chocolate skin and
black bangs. (38)

Nel

...... the Deweys would never grow.
They had been forty-eight inces tall
for years now, and while their size
was unusual it was not unheard of.
The realization was based on the
fact that they remained boys in
mind.(84)

The Great Peace Eva
Eva Deweys
Bottom
1941

...... the deweys, whom nobody had
ever found. Maybe, she thought,
they had gone off and seeded the
land and growed up in these young
people in the dime store with the
cash-register keys around their
necks. (163)

Nel Bottom



Seed

Eva
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The people had built
their Long Houses in their Sheltered Vally2!
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examination of the black experience, particularly the
experience of women within the black community. She
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