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What is “History of Ideas’ or “Intellectual History”? If it is an attempt to probe into one's bases of
thinking as one tries to work one’'s way through life and/or philosophical inquiries, how can it be
possible that it will work not only as a guide to the “conduct” of life, but also as a branch of knowledge
or academic discipline? This is a fundamental question that underlies the discussion of this fragmentary

In this article, main questions of what history of ideas as a branch of knowledge is about and what it is
carried out for are considered in particular reference to Isaiah Berlin's notion of ‘history of ideas’ or
‘intellectual history’. All the material | have used for analysis in writing this is a recently published
collection of essays of this most renowned 20th-century British historian of ideas: The Power of Ideas,
edited by Henry Hardy, Princeton University Press, 2000. By careful examinations of Berlin's discussion
in this anthology, it is made clear that his notion of history of ideas and his concept of philosophy
combine to form an idea of a whole body of unified knowledge, and that one of the most important
factors that drove him to studies in intellectual history and thoroughgoing analyses of ideas was his
appreciation of the vital fact that ideas, when ‘reified’, cease to lead people to the end of their lives, and
become an objective, institutional oppressive apparatus with independent physical ‘ powers'.
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