No. 2, 66-75 (2001)

Development Process Of Nagano Prefecture
Agriculture Farm Village and the Co-Oper ative
during the Showa Crisis Period
KITAHARA Ro

The Showa Agricultural Crisis adversely affected the sericulture and silk yarn industry in Nagano
Prefecture that accounted for seventy percent of the prefectural economy at that time. During this period,
the dept load shouldered by each farming household assumed a proportion of 4.6 times the annual
income the family earned from their fields. This prompted the farm village co-operative and other
people related to the industry to pioneer new movements to restore and develop the economy. The
Showa Crisis Period is considered important as it created the turning point in modern agriculture and
lies at the very heart of the fruit and vegetable industry we know today.
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