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The Gate

TAKAHASHI Akemi

There seem to be different interpretations of Natsume Soseki’s The Gate, Some view the work as fictitious tale
that does not recount truthful events and others see it as a calmly concluded story. The existence of these differing
ways of interpreting The Gate demonstrates the presence of various elements at work in this literary piece, which
begins with the fine weather of clear autumn day and concludes with the first sounds of a Japanese nightingale.
This paper is an examination of such world of The Gate, written by Natsume Soseki.
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| looked at her as she looked at me;
We looked and stood a moment,
Between Life and Dream.

We never met since;

Yet oft | stand

In the primrose path
Where Life meets Dream.

Oh that Life could
Meéelt into Dream,
Instead of Dream
Is constantly
Chased away by Life!
November 27,1903
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