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The Economic Development of China and Political Element
WADA Tamiko

Being supported by the farmers who comprised an overwhelming majority of the population,
the Communist Party of China led by Mao Zedong won the revolution victoriously because of its
success in understanding farmer’s mentality and wishes by carrying out the land reform. However, the
policy error by Mao Zedong,who attached the first priority to socialist ideology rather than construction
of a modern state caused political confusion. Consequently, realistic approach to construction of the
economy was delayed, causing economic stagnation. Deng Xiaoping decided to shift policy priority to
the establishment of a modern nation based on socialism and carry out economic reform and an
open-door policy as the pillars of his policies. While maintaining a one-party rule by the Chinese
Communist Party as the core of his political strategy, he introduced an “authoritarian system of
development” in order to proceed with reform liberation without chaos. He managed to put this
huge-scale experimental reform on track. This paper focuses mainly on Deng Xiaoping who led China’s
economic development through economic reform and open-door policy by placing the modernization of
the domestic economy as the supreme issue. Particularly in China, political changes have brought rapid
changes to economic policy. Therefore, it is significant to examine how political factors have been
deeply associated with economic development.
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