No. 2, 11-16 (2001)

Where am | when | say | am where | am?
Fragmentary Essays
towards
another Treatise of Human Nature (No.1)
SASAKI Takeshi

This and following fragmentary essays are intended as a preliminary discourse to my own inquiry into
principles of Human Nature. | start with a discussion of the situation in which we are likely to find ourselves
when we introduce and transplant even the simplest technical terms, for example, the phrase “operating system”,
into the Japanese climate of opinion. Then | go on to compare two simple sentences. “It is cold here.” and “It is
cold out here.” Where am | when | say | am “here”? It is one thing simply to say “here” in order to refer to where
I am, and it is quite another to define “here” with an adverb “out” so as to specify where | am. What is the
difference between these two sentences in terms of the standpoints from which they are uttered? What is the
difference that lies behind the two ways of expression, or more correctly, the two “ways of thinking” that manifest
themselves as such?

An Essay concerning Human
Understanding, 1689 Two Treatises
of Government, 1689
John Locke, 1632-1704



meta-hodos

Science of MAN

Human Nature, 1740

20

A Treatise of

12

David Hume, 1711-1776

Naturanlage
das menschliche Wesen
Gattungswesen

Treatise
Essays Moral, Palitical and Literary

allgemeine Angelegenheit

Immanuel
Kant, 1724-1804



(ON)

S o]
operating
system

jargon

13



“Itis cold here.”
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“Itiscold here.”

14



“Itiscold here.” “It
is cold up (down) here.” “ It is cold out (in)
here.”
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